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have an interest. His knowledge of art 
was broad and inclusive. He was es- 
pecially interested in arms and armor and 
in paintings, in both of which directions 
he was an expert. 

Mr. Stuyvesant was the son of Lewis 
Morris Rutherfurd, the astronomer. By 
the will of his mother's great-uncle, Peter 
Gerard Stuyvesant, property was left to 
him on condition that he change his name 
to Rutherfurd Stuyvesant, which he was 
authorized to do by act of Legislature. 

He was the representative of an old 
New York family, and was graduated from 
Columbia College in 1863. At the time of 
his election as Trustee of the Museum he 
was the youngest member of the Board. 



JOHN CROSBY BROWN 

JOHN CROSBY BROWN, Treasurer 
of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
died at his summer residence in Or- 
ange, New Jersey, on June 25th. 
He was elected a Trustee of the Mu- 
seum on February 20, 1893, but resigned 
later in the year. He was elected again on 
November 18, 1895, and served continuously 
until his death. He became Treasurer of 
the Museum and a member of its Executive 
Committee in 1905, and from that time 
gave constant, active, and efficient care 
not only to the duties of Treasurer but to 
the many details connected with the man- 
agement and operation of the Museum 
building. 

The Crosby-Brown collection of musical 
instruments of all nations was given to the 
Museum in 1889 by Mrs. Brown, with the 
understanding that she should have full 
charge of its arrangement during her life- 
time, and be free to make any additions 
or changes which she saw fit. Mr. Brown 
has always been an enthusiastic co-worker 
with his wife in making and enlarging this 
valuable collection, which now occupies 
five galleries in the Museum and is one of 
the most complete collections of musical 
instruments existing in any part of the 
world. Mr. Brown's public service was by 
no means confined to our own Museum. 
His sphere of action was singularly broad. 



The variety of his interests and his place 
in the business, philanthropic, and social 
world of New York are well illustrated by 
the following obituary notice, which ap- 
peared in the New York Evening Post on 
the day after his death : 

"John Crosby Brown, who died at Or- 
ange, N. J., June 25th, was the senior part- 
ner in the banking houses of Brown Broth- 
ers & Co., New York, Philadelphia, and 
Boston, and of Brown, Shipley & Co., Lon- 
don. The history of the former extends 
over one hundred years. John Crosby 
Brown was born in this city on May 22, 
1838, the son of James Brown, banker and 
philanthropist, well known in his genera- 
tion by men of business and by all lovers of 
good things. He was graduated from Co- 
lumbia University in 1859 at the head of 
his class, and soon afterward entered his 
father's firm, receiving his early business 
education in the Liverpool office of Brown, 
Shipley & Co., the London office not being 
at that time in existence. He became a 
trustee of the United States Trust Com- 
pany, the Liverpool & London & Globe 
Insurance Company, the Bank of New 
York, N. B. A., the Bank of Savings, the 
United States Lloyds, the Ocean Accident 
and Guarantee Corporation, and the Lon- 
don Guarantee and Accident Corporation, 
Limited, was a member and vice-president 
of the Chamber of Commerce of New York, 
and was treasurer of its Charity Fund. 
He was conscientious and painstaking in all 
the duties he undertook, and commanded 
the respect of all his associates. 

"Mr. Brown had the tastes of a culti- 
vated gentleman, and enjoyed the fellow- 
ship of cultivated men. He was an old 
member of the Century Association, and 
belonged also to the University Club, the 
Metropolitan Club, the Down Town As- 
sociation, and the Midday Club. Mr. 
Brown also had large religious, educational, 
and philanthropic interests. For many 
years he had been an elder in the Madison 
Square Presbyterian Church, beginning 
under the pastorate of Dr. William Adams, 
and continuing through that of Dr. William 
J. Tucker, and for the twenty-nine years 
of Dr. Parkhurst's incumbency. He and 
his family were very largely instrumental 
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in founding and maintaining the Presby- 
terian Church at St. Cloud, N. J., which he 
attended in the summer, and where he long 
served as superintendent of the Sunday 
school. He was a trustee and faithful 
friend of the Presbyterian Hospital. He 
was also a trustee of Columbia University, 
his Alma Mater. 

"He was trustee and treasurer of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, and gave 
much thought to its concerns. He was a 
director of the Union Settlement Associa- 
tion, and always its generous supporter. 
He was bound up in the Union Theological 
Seminary, especially in his later years. 
His father had been a large benefactor of 
the seminary, and Dr. William Adams, his 
father-in-law, was for seven years president 
of its faculty. But his own devotion to it 
was not traditional merely; it was per- 
sonal and independent. He became a di- 
rector of the seminary in 1866, before he 
was thirty, succeeded the late William E. 
Dodge, Sr., as vice-president of its board 
of directors in 1883, and, on the death of 
the venerable Charles Butler, LL.D., in 
1897, became the president. He had been 
its strong leader and staunch supporter 
through prosperity and adversity. His 
gifts of money to it were liberal. The 
Adams Chapel stands as a monument, not 
only to Dr. William Adams, whose name it 
bears, but also to the generosity and affec- 
tion of Mr. and Mrs. Brown. Mr. Brown 
was never too busy to take time for the 
seminary's affairs. Its financial sound- 
ness, and its place of dignity and public 
respect owe much to his prudence and his 
counsel. 

"In the disagreement with the Presby- 



terian General Assembly over the transfer 
of Dr. Briggs, he was one of the group of 
firm friends of the seminary, to which D. 
Willis James, William E. Dodge, Jr., and 
Morris K. Jesup also belonged, who main- 
tained its position and reestablished its in- 
fluence. The plan of moving the seminary 
to its new site near the Riverside Drive 
had his heartiest approval, and he watched 
over it in every stage with untiring devo- 
tion. His last public appearance was at 
the laying of the cornerstone of the new 
buildings at One Hundred and Twentieth 
Street and Broadway, on November 17, 
1908, and at the inauguration of the new 
president of the faculty on the evening of 
the same day; on both occasions he per- 
formed the leading official acts. Until 
four or five weeks ago, even while confined 
to his house by advancing disease, Mr. 
Brown, as chairman of the building com- 
mittee, still gave his closest attention to 
everv detail of construction. 

"Mr. Brown was a patriotic citizen, al- 
ways ready to bear his share of public bur- 
dens, and always to be found among the 
advocates of righteousness, straightfor- 
wardness, and considerate dealing in pub- 
lic matters. He had a large acquaintance 
with public men, at home and abroad, and 
although he never held public office, he 
exerted an influence not the less potent 
that it was quiet. It was a fitting recog- 
nition of his eminence in many relations of 
life when the degree of LL.D. was con- 
ferred upon him by Williams College in 
1907. 

"Mr. Brown married, on November 9, 
1864, Miss Mary E. Adams, of this city, 
who, with seven children, survives him." 
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